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ordinary and worthy object. . We may safely say no
sound reasoner will hesitate on which alternative to
decide. While, then, a fair proportion of the Scrip-
ture Miracles are indisputably deserving of their
name, but a weak objection can be derived from the
case of the few which, owing to accidental circum-
stances, bear at the present day less decisive marks of
supernatural agency. For, be it remembered (and it
is a strong confirmatory proof that the Jewish and
Christian Miracles are really what they profess to be)
that though the miraculous character of some of
them is more doubtful in one age than in another, yet
the progress of Science has made no approximation
to a general explication of them on natural principles.
While discoveries in Optics and Chemistry have ac-
counted for a host of apparent miracles, they hardly
touch,upon those of the Jewish and Christian systems.
Here is no phantasmagoria to be detected, no analysis
or synthesis of substances, ignitions, explosions, and
other customary resources of the juggler's art1* But,
as before, we shall best be able to estimate their cha-
racter in this respect by contrasting them with other
occurrences which have sometimes been considered
miraculous. Thus, too, a second line of difference
will be drawn between them and the mass of rival
prodigies, whether religious or otherwise, to which
they are often compared

11 See Farmer, Ch. i, Sec. 3,